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H.R. 830 — Denali National Park and Alaska Railroad Land Exchange Act of 2007

FLOOR SITUATION

H.R. 830 is being considered on the floor under suspension of the rules and will require a two-
thirds majority vote for passage. This legislation was introduced by Representative Don Young
(R-AK) on February 5, 2007. The bill was referred to the House Committee on Natural
Resources and ordered reported by unanimous consent.

H.R. 830 is expected to be considered on the floor of the House of Representatives on October
22, 2007.

SUMMARY

H.R. 830 authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to exchange land within Denali National Park
with the Alaska Railroad for the purpose of turning railroad trains around near Denali Park
Station.

The total land exchanged in this legislation will not be more than 25 acres of Federal land and no
more than 25 acres of non-Federal land. The Alaska Railroad will pay the costs of any land
exchange under this section.

BACKGROUND

Currently in Alaska, a train carrying tourists to Denali Park must drop them off and then proceed
north, an additional distance of roughly 100 miles, to Fairbanks in order to turn around (and
trains traveling from Fairbanks must proceed to Anchorage to turn around). This legislation
allows the Alaska railroad to acquire the needed land to put a turnaround track in Denali. This
will increase the scheduling flexibility and frequency of service, which will be good for tourists
and good for the Park Service.

The Railroad track that currently runs through the Park is on an easement granted by Congress
for railroad purposes. This easement is not large enough to accommodate a turnaround track. In
order to increase the size of the area, a land exchange will be granted by this legislation. The
Railroad will get 25 additional acres to build their turnabout and the state of Alaska will get an
equal size area to add to the national park.



COST
According to the Congressional Budget Office, “H.R. 830 would have no significant impact on
the federal Budget”.

STAFF CONTACT
For questions or further information contact Luke Hatzis at (202) 226-2302.



