[image: image1.jpg]www.GOP.aav.

i)
m HOUSE REPUBLICAN CONFERENCE

CHAIRMAN ADAM PLUTNAM  WASHINGTON D.G. 2262302




H.Res. 583 – Recognizing the remarkable example of Sir Nicholas Winton who organized the rescue of 669 Jewish Czechoslovakian children from Nazi death camps prior to the outbreak of World War II
Floor Situation

H.Res. 583 is being considered on the floor under suspension of the rules and will require a two-thirds majority vote for passage.  This legislation was introduced by Representative Ron Klein (D-FL) on July 27, 2007.  The bill was referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs whereupon the Committee agreed to allow the legislation to be considered under suspension of the rules. 

H.Res. 583 is expected to be considered by the House of Representatives on September 17, 2007.

Summary

H.Res. 583 commends Sir Nicholas Winton and the British and Czechoslovakian citizens who worked with him, for their persistence and courage in saving the lives of 669 Czechoslovakian Jewish children in the months before the outbreak of World War II. 

The legislation also urges men and women everywhere to recognize in Winton's humanitarian effort the difference that one devoted individual can make in changing and improving the lives of others.

Background
In October 1938, the Nazi Government occupied the Sudetenland area of Czechoslovakia, which resulted in tens of thousands of Jewish refugees fleeing the occupied areas and seeking safety in the areas of as-yet unoccupied Czechoslovakia.
In late 1938, a 29-year-old British businessman, Nicholas Winton, was encouraged by a friend at the British Embassy in Prague to forgo a ski vacation in the Alps to visit Prague and see first-hand the freezing refugee camps filled with Jewish families who had fled the Sudetenland.
After returning from the trip, Winton and other volunteers gathered names and other information on children in order to find them foster homes in foreign countries so they would not be captured by the Nazi Regime. 

Winton took the lead in raising funds to pay for the transportation of the children from Prague to Britain and Sweden and to pay an enormous government-imposed fee to cover the costs of future repatriation.  On March 14, 1939, the first 20 children left Prague under Winton's auspices, and the very next day the Nazi army overran the remainder of un-occupied Czechoslovakia. 

The efforts of Winton and other volunteers continued for over six months until the outbreak of World War II on September 1, 1939, during which time 669 children were able to leave in a total of eight separate groups. 

Cost
At the time of printing the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) had not scored this legislation.

Staff Contact

For questions or further information contact Luke Hatzis at (202) 226-2302.
