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H.Res. 593 – Congratulating scientists F. Sherwood Rowland, Mario Molina, and Paul Crutzen for their work in atmospheric chemistry, particularly concerning the formation and decomposition of ozone, that led to the development of the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer.
Floor Situation

H.Res. 593 is being considered on the floor under suspension of the rules and will require a two-thirds majority vote for passage.  This legislation was introduced by Representative Loretta Sanchez (D-CA) on July 31, 2007.  The bill was referred to the Committee on House Science and Technology but was never considered.
H.Res. 593 is expected to be considered by the House of Representatives on September 17, 2007.

Summary

H.Res. 593 congratulates scientists F. Sherwood Rowland, Mario Molina, and Paul Crutzen for their work in atmospheric chemistry, particularly concerning the formation and decomposition of ozone, which led to the development of the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer.

Additionally it, encourages the continued research of the interaction of humans and their actions with the Earth's ecosystem.

Background
In 1973, on the University of California, Irvine campus, chemists F. Sherwood Rowland and Mario Molina began researching the depletion of stratospheric ozone by the chlorofluorocarbon gases (CFC’s) which were used worldwide as refrigerants and aerosol propellants. 
On June 28, 1974, F. Sherwood Rowland and Mario Molina published in the scientific journal “Nature”, an article, “Stratospheric Sink for Chlorofluoromethanes: Chlorine Atom-Catalysed Destruction of Ozone”.

In 1976, their work was confirmed by the National Academy of Sciences.  This lead to the United States banning CFC’s use as propellant in aerosol cans.  Their discovery also lead to the international community designing and adopting the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer “Montreal Protocol”.

The Montreal Protocol created the Multilateral Fund for the Implementation of the Montreal Protocol which provides funds to help developing countries to phase out the use of ozone-depleting substances.  To date, 191 nations have signed onto the Montreal Protocol.

In 1995, F. Sherwood Rowland, Mario Molina, and Paul Crutzen (a Dutch scientist studying the same field) were awarded the Nobel Prize for Chemistry for their work.

September 17, 2007, marks the twentieth anniversary of the signing of the Montreal Protocol.

Cost
At the time of printing the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) had not scored this legislation.

Staff Contact

For questions or further information contact Luke Hatzis at (202) 226-2302.
