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H.R. 694 — Minority Serving Institution Digital and Wireless Technology
Opportunity Act of 2007

Floor Situation

H.R. 694 is being considered on the floor under suspension of the rules and will require a
two-thirds majority vote for passage. This legislation was introduced by Representative
Edolphus Towns (D-NY) on January 24, 2007. The bill was referred to the House
Committee on Science and Technology and the Committee on Education and Labor but
was not considered.

H.R. 694 is expected to be considered on the floor of the House of Representatives on
September 4, 2007.

Summary

H.R. 694 establishes a grant program within the Department of Commerce to assist
eligible institutions in acquiring, and augmenting their use of digital and wireless
networking technologies to improve the quality and delivery of educational services at
eligible institutions.

The Secretary of Commerce will establish guidelines and procedures in order to apply for
these grants. Eligible institutions are; Historically Black Colleges or Universities,
Hispanic-Serving Institutions, Tribally Controlled Colleges or Universities, Alaskan or
Hawaiian-Serving Institutions and institutions that have a significant enrollment of needy
children. The definitions of these institutions are as defined by the Higher Education Act
of 1965.

The grants may be used for the following activities:

» Acquiring equipment, instrumentation, networking capability, hardware and
software, digital network technology, wireless technology, and infrastructure to
further the objective of this legislation.

» Developing and providing training, education, and professional development
programs, including faculty development, to increase the use of, and usefulness
of, digital and wireless networking technology.



» Providing teacher education, including the provision of preservice teacher training
and in-service professional development at eligible institutions, library and media
specialist training, and preschool and teacher aid certification to individuals who
seek to acquire or enhance technology skills in order to use digital and wireless
networking technology in the classroom or instructional process, including
instruction in science, mathematics, engineering, and technology subjects.

» Obtaining capacity-building technical assistance, including through remote
technical support, technical assistance workshops, and distance learning services.

» Fostering the use of digital and wireless networking technology to improve
research and education, including scientific, mathematics, engineering, and
technology instruction.

The legislation also requires that institutions receiving grants match a quarter of the grant
or $500,000 whichever is the lesser amount. This clause is waived if the institution or
consortium has no endowment, or an endowment that has a current dollar value lower
than $50,000,000.

H.R. 694 also establishes a review board to study the proposals that are submitted for
grants. The panel will include minority business owners, educators, and industry experts.
The panel will review each project requested and submit their recommendations to the
Under Secretary of Commerce. The panel is also responsible for submitting to Congress,
every 3 years, a report on the success of each grant administered.

The legislation authorizes $250,000,000 for fiscal year 2008 and such sums as necessary
for each of the fiscal years from 2009 to 2012.

Background

Minority institutions play a large role in educating minority students to prepare them for
the future. Many of the institutions have a relatively small number of students (many are
under 1,000 students) and are unable to obtain the funds needed for a strong
technological education program. This legislation helps to remedy that by allowing these
colleges access to federal grants based on the possible success of proposed programs.

According to the Department of Education, there are 102 institutions classified as
Historically Black Colleges or Universities 237 institutions identified as Hispanic-
Serving Institutions, 30 institutions identified as Tribally Controlled Colleges or
Universities, and 8 Alaskan or Hawaiian-Serving Institutions.

Cost
At the time of publication the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) had not yet scored this
legislation.
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