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H.Res. 1082 – Recognizing the plumbing industry and supporting 
the goals and ideals of “National Plumbing Industry Week.”  

 
FLOOR SITUATION 

H.Res. 1082 is being considered on the floor under suspension of the rules and will require a two-thirds 
majority vote for passage. This legislation was introduced by Representative Nydia Velázquez (D-NY) on 
April 8, 2008. The resolution was referred to the House Committee on Small Business, but was never 
considered.  
 
H.Res. 1082 is expected to be considered on the floor of the House on April 9, 2008.  
 

SUMMARY 
H.Res. 1082 resolves that the House of Representatives: 
 

 Recognizes that small business plumbing contractors have benefitted from the reduced regulatory 
burden provided as a result of passage of the Regulatory Flexibility Act of 1980 (Public Law 96-
354) and the Small Business Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-121); 

 
 Recognizes that the loan guarantee program under Section 7(a) of the Small Business Act (15 

U.S.C. 636(a)) administered by the Administrator of the Small Business Administration has 
provided access to capital for small business plumbing contractors; 

 
 Recognizes that approximately 80 percent of plumbing contractors around the country are small, 

family owned and run companies; 
 

 Recognizes these small firms account for a large percentage of our Nation’s GDP, through sales, 
service, and repair; 

 
 Recognizes how small businesses in the plumbing industry are the leader in developing, and 

utilizing new innovative technologies which help improve and maintain the infrastructure our 
Nation depends on; and 

 
 Supports the goals and ideals of ‘‘National Plumbing Industry Week’’. 

 
BACKGROUND 

The purpose of the Regulatory Flexibility Act of 1980, as well as the Small Business Regulatory 
Enforcement Fairness Act of 1996, which amended the aforementioned legislation, is to ensure that 
government agencies regulating businesses fit those regulations to the scale of the businesses, 
organizations, and governmental organizations that may be subject to such regulations.  
 
The Small Business Act of 1953 created the Small Business Administration (SBA) whose purpose is to 
help, protect, and counsel small businesses in the U.S. Nearly 20 million small businesses have received 
financial assistance from the SBA since 1964, and today SBA has a business loan portfolio worth more 
than $45 billion, making it the largest backer of U.S. businesses in the U.S.  Most plumbing contractors in 
the U.S. are small businesses and have received the help of SBA loans.  
 
During the 1880’s, indoor plumbing became progressively more common in homes across America. These 
events gave rise to the need for specialization in plumbing, and in 1882 a group of tradesman in New 
York City formed the Master Plumbers Association of New York. Over time, this organization evolved into 
a national organization and exists today as the Plumbing-Heating-Cooling Contractors-National 
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Association (PHCC). The stated purpose of the PHCC is to promote and advance the industries of 
plumbing, heating, and cooling, and to provide a source of education and training for those in these 
industries through creating local, state and national chapters.  
 

STAFF CONTACT 
For questions or further information contact Justin Hanson at (202) 226-2302. 
 
 
 
 


