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H.Res. 979 – Recommending that the House of Representatives find Harriet 
Miers and Joshua Bolten, Chief of Staff, White House, in contempt of 

Congress for refusal to comply with subpoenas duly issued by the Committee 
on the Judiciary 

 
H.Res. 980 – Authorizing the Committee on the Judiciary to initiate or 

intervene in judicial proceedings to enforce certain proceedings 
 

FLOOR SITUATION 
 
H.Res. 979 and H.Res. 980 are being considered under a self-enacting rule (H.Res. 982). 
 
These resolutions were introduced by Representative John Conyers (D-MI), Chairman of the Committee 
on the Judiciary, on February 13, 2008. 
 
H.Res. 979 and H.Res. 980 are expected to be considered on the floor of the House on February 14, 
2008. 
 

SUMMARY 
 
H.Res. 979 recommends that the House of Representatives hold former Counsel to the President Harriet 
Miers in contempt of Congress for failing to provide documents, appear, and testify in front of the 
Subcommittee on Commercial and Administrative Law as directed by subpoena. 
 
H.Res. 979 also recommends the House of Representatives holds White House Chief of Staff Joshua 
Bolten in contempt of Congress for failing to provide documents as directed by subpoena. 
 
H.Res. 980 authorizes the Chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary, on behalf of the Committee, to 
initiate or intervene in judicial proceedings in any Federal court to seek declaratory judgments affirming 
that it is the duty of any individual to comply with subpoenas issued by the Committee as part of its 
investigation into the firing of U.S. Attorneys.  In addition, it requires the Committee to inform the House 
if judicial proceedings are initiated.   
 

BACKGROUND 
 
Beginning in March 2007, Democrats on the House Committee on the Judiciary initiated a series of 
hearings regarding the firing of eight U.S. Attorneys by the Administration in 2006.  Committee 
Democrats contend that the attorneys were fired for partisan reasons. 
 
In an effort to cooperate with the Committee, the Department of Justice has provided or made available 
for review more than 8,500 pages of documents.  In addition, several officials testified before the 
Judiciary Committee, as well as the Subcommittee on Commercial and Administrative Law, including 
Attorney General Alberto Gonzales, former Deputy Attorney General James Comey, former Senior Counsel 
to Attorney General Alberto Gonzales and Department White House liaison Monica Goodling, and Deputy 
Attorney General Paul McNulty. 
 
On March 21, 2007, the Committees authorized the issuance of subpoenas for additional White House 
documents as well as a subpoena for former Counsel to the President Harriet Miers to appear before the 
Committees.   
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On June 28, 2007, Counsel to the President, Fred F. Fielding, notified the Committee Democrats that the 
President decided to assert Executive Privilege regarding this issue; therefore, the White House would not 
be producing any additional documents in response to these subpoenas.  The White House would also be 
instructing Ms. Miers not to provide any documents to the Committees. 
 
Ms. Miers was scheduled to appear before the Subcommittee on July 12, 2007.  However, her attorney 
notified the Committee 3 days prior that she would not be providing documents or testimony regarding 
the firings of U.S. attorneys in 2006, and on July 10, 2007, informed them that she would not appear at 
the hearing based on a letter from Mr. Fielding that raised the claim of absolute immunity.  On July 12, 
2007, the Subcommittee met as scheduled and Chairwoman Linda Sanchez issued a ruling that rejected 
Ms. Miers’ privilege and immunity claims, which was upheld by a 7 to 5 vote by the subcommittee.  The 
ruling addressed her refusal to appear, refusal to testify, and refusal to provide documents as required by 
her subpoena. 
 
On July 17, 2007, Chairman Conyers and Subcommittee Chair Sanchez notified Mr. Fielding that the 
Subcommittee would consider the executive privilege claims raised with respect to the subpoena that was 
issued for White House Chief of Staff Joshua Bolten.  That hearing went forward on July 19, 2007, and 
Subcommittee Chair Sanchez issued a ruling against the privilege claims for Mr. Bolten which was upheld 
by a 7-3 vote by the subcommittee. 
 

ADDITIONAL VIEWS 
 
According to Representative Lamar Smith (R-TX), Ranking Republican on the Committee on the Judiciary, 
“after countless hours of hearings and interviews with Administration officials, the record clearly shows 
that there is no evidence of wrongdoing in the dismissal of eight U.S. attorneys.”  (Fact Sheet: Minority 
Views on Contempt Report, 11/5/07) 
 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

March 20, 2007: White House Counsel’s Letter Regarding U.S. Attorneys 
 
June 28, 2007: Communication to Congress on President’s Assertion of Executive Privilege 
 
July 9, 2007: Communication to Congress on President’s Assertion of Executive Privilege 
 

STAFF CONTACT 
 
For questions or further information contact Shea Loper and Brianne Miller at (202) 226-2302. 
 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2007/03/20070320-9.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2007/06/20070628-2.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2007/07/20070709.html

